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● About CQG
● The life cycle of a CQG paper
● Open access and CQG
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About CQG

What is CQG known for?
● Peer review
● Promotional work
● High quality output



High quality rated content in CQG
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What is peer review?



Choosing a journal

What do I want?
● Peer review
● Promotional work
● High quality output



Lifecycle of a CQG paper



Peer review
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Peer review

Options include:
● Recommend referees
● Recommend referees to avoid



Peer review

How are referees selected?
● Expertise: relevance and currency
● Circumstances: ill, busy, refereed recently or 

currently for another IOP journal
● History of refereeing and publication
● Geography
● Politics



Peer review
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Peer review times for CQG



Peer review



What happens after 
acceptance?



Production value: style
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Production value: HTML version



Production value: persistent links



Production value: Figure browser



Production value: Figure export



Production value: Figure export

Figure 3 from Scientific objectives of Einstein Telescope

B Sathyaprakash et al 
2012 Class. Quantum Grav. 29 124013 
doi:10.1088/0264-9381/29/12/124013



Production value: MathJax



Production value: navigation pane



Production value: Semantic enrichment



Production value: Article level metrics

Various metrics also show:
● Citations
● Downloads
● Social media impact



Post production

Metadata sent to abstracting and indexing services



Post production



Promotion: Highlights 

● Highly interesting 
articles are selected by 
the board at the annual 
board meeting.  

● These articles are 
promoted in a number 
of ways



Promotion



Promotion: CQG+



Promotion: Other



CQG and Open Access



What is Open Access?

Peer-reviewed literature free to read and re-use 

● by anyone

● anywhere

● any time
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Growth of OA content in IOP journals: 1998 - 2012



The Gold road
● After an article is accepted, 

the author pays to make 
that article open access

● Payment is called an article 
publication charge (APC) 

● Typically published under a 
Creative Commons licence 
e.g. CC-BY

Open access definitions



Open Access definitions

Subscription
• Authors publish at no charge

• Libraries pay to access

Gold Open Access
• Authors pay to publish

• Free to read and re-use by anyone 
anywhere

Hybrid: Subscription/Open Access
Subscription journal with option to pay an APC to make an article open 

access (under same conditions as above)



The Green road

● Accepted manuscript 
is uploaded to a 
repository where it is 
freely available

● Usually after an 
embargo period e.g. 
6, 12, 24, 36 months

Open access definitions



ArXiv
● Preprints often appear 

on ArXiv before 
submission to journals

Open access definitions



The RCUK policy (image from The Publishers Association)



Impact of Open Access

CQG authors may wish to

1. Publish on a Gold OA basis

2. Publish on a Green OA basis

3. Publish preprints on ArXiv

4. Publish on a subscription basis

All 4 options are still available
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